Relative incidence of spinal canal tumors.
By a retrospective study, the relative incidence of various histopathological types of one hundred and seventy-nine biopsy proven tumors of the spinal canal from a general hospital in Iran is presented and compared with the statistics reported from several eastern countries and the west. Nerve sheath cell tumors are more frequent in the east especially in far eastern countries whereas meningiomas and neuroepithelial tumors have a lower percentage in most eastern reports. With the available data no conclusion can be drawn as to the geographic difference in the frequency of occurrence of other histopathological types appearing in the spinal canal; some statistical features in this latter group are pointed out.